double-sink vanities. More elaborate
baths may incorporate steam showers,
radiant heated floors, and jetted tubs.

While applying a fresh coat of paint,
changing cabinet hardware, and replac-
inglighting fixtures can refresh an older
bath, “most bathrooms need a complete
overhaul every 15 to 20 years,” suggests
Cowgill. Whether you're thinking about
remodeling soon or just daydreaming
about it, here are three steps to consider
before you begin.

Step one: Consult a professional
Although home-improvement television
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[ you opt for popular design choices, such
as a pedestal or vessel sink, consider add-
ing additional storage space and shelving
options to compensate for lost storage.

shows make it seem like a simple week-
end project, a bathroom renovation is
not a do-it-yourself project for most peo-
ple. “Many homeowners can do cosmetic
updates, but major bathroom projects
require knowledge of building codes and
construction, plumbing, and electrical

work,” says Lynn Masiello, a Certified
Bath and Kitchen Designer (CBD, CKD).
“Enlisting the help of a professional can
bring all aspects of a job together safely.”
Working with a designer or remodeling
contractor (find one near you through the
National Kitchen and Bath Association
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